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MISSOULA, M ONTANA 59801
Phone (406) 243-2522
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE schvanke
9-19-68
sp o rts  one & minor(1-4, 9~ H )
GRIZZLY HARRIERS FACS TOUGH CHALLENGE 
IN TRYING TO REPEAT LEAGUE TITLE
MISSOULA----
In 1967, the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana von i t s  f i r s t  B ig  Sky Conference championship in  
cro ss country. T his ye a r, rep eatin g  the championship v i l l  he d i f f i c u l t .
Coach H arley L evis  has s ix  o f  seven 1967 team members back t h is  f a l l ,  but tv o  are 
d oubtfu l com petitors because L ev is  v i l l  have them co n cen tratin g  on co n d ition in g  them selves 
fo r  the 880-yard run in  tr a c k  next sp rin g .
The top retu rn in g  runner fo r  th e  G r iz z ly  h a rr ie rs  i s  sophomore Wade Jacobsen o f  Simms,
vho fin ish e d  second in  la s t  y e a r 's  league meet in  M issoula. Gone i s  conference t i t l e
vinner Fred F r ie s z  o f  B i l l in g s ,  the UM course record  h old er.
But L evis d o esn 't th in k  th e lo s s  o f  F r ie sz  v i l l  be too damaging.
"Wade beat Fred tvo  or th ree  tim es in  dual meet com petition la s t  f a l l ,  and he has
tremendous p o te n tia l to  improve in  the sport during the next th ree  y e a r s ," he sa id .
Also retu rn in g  are B ig  Sky fo u rth -p lace  f in is h e r  Ray V e le z , ju n io r  from San Bernadino,
C a l i f . ;  10th  f in is h e r  Steve L in se , sophomore from Snohomish, Wash.; l 4th  f in is h e r  Duane
Spethman, ju n io r from Boulder, and l6 th  f in is h e r  Mick H arrington, sen ior from M issoula.
Spethman and H arrington are th e tvo  vho v i l l  concentrate  on the 880.
The G r iz z lie s  should get a boost from some outstanding high school d istan ce  runners
r e c ru ite d  during th e summer. Join ing the squad v i l l  be Steve Johnson o f  Anaconda, C la ss  A 
cro ss country champion v i t h  a conference record ; Bob Convay o f  Great F a l ls ,  th ir d  in  C lass 
AA com petition la s t  f a l l ;  Tim O'Hare o f  B i l l in g s ,  e igh th  in  C lass AA in  Montana, and Pat 
uncan o f  Grants Pass, O re ., th a t c i t y 's  b est cro ss country man la s t  f a l l .
L ev is  says th a t sin ce  s ix  o f  seven from la s t  y e a r ’ s team v i l l  be back, in  ad d itio n  to
some outstanding high school perform ers, " i t  i s  e n t ir e ly  con ceivab le  th a t ve could rep eat 
the t i t l e  in  1968.
Hovever, v e ' l l  fa ce  one vh ale  o f  a ch allen ge from Idaho S ta te , vhose d istan ce  men 
c e r ta in ly  o u tc la sse d  ours a t the B ig  Sky tr a c k  meet la s t  May."
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1968 UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 
CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE
DATE OPPONENTS PLACE
S ep t. 28 E astern  Montana, Kearney S ta te , l e b . B i l l i n g s ,  Montana
O ct. 5 E astern  Washington Cheney, Washington
O ct. 12 U n iv e rs ity  o f  Idaho Moscov, Idaho
O ct. 19 Idaho S ta te  U n iv e rs ity P o c a te llo , Idaho
O ct. 26 Montana S ta te , E astern Washington 
(p o ss ib ly  Washington S ta te )
M issoula
Nov. 2 A.A.U. Meet ( te n ta t iv e ) Spokane, Washington
Nov. 9 B ig Sky Conference Championships P o c a te llo , Idaho
